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Beyond the world of numbers..

Today we introduce a talent who finds time to follow the free birds that fly about the vast sky with
her camera lens, amidst the hectic calculations of a banker’s daily life.

Anu Sidharthan

State Bank of India

MG Road Shrungar Branch
Bangalore

She was born as the elder of the two kids of Sidharthan who hailed from Ollur Cheerachi in Thrissur
district and worked as manager in a private construction company in Libya, and Shobhana. She
started her schooling from Kuriachira St. Paul’s School and Mary Rani Amala School and went to St.
Joseph convent girls’ school from 5th grade to 10th grade. Then she did her pre degree course with
Mathematics as the main subject and later BSc Statistics, both from the Thrissur Keralavarma
College.

After graduation she got admission for MCA in Thrissur Dr. John Mathai Centre under Kozhikode
University.. without the slightest inkling that she would work in the State Bank of India where the
same John Mathai was the first chairman!! She reached the city of dreams, Bangalore to complete
the project work On completion of the course, she went for various job oriented courses and hunted
for jobs simultaneously.

By then, Dijeesh who belonged to Thachamparambu near Mannarcaud, Palakkad, became a part of
her life. As he worked in Bangalore, it was easier for her to look for jobs there. At last she got
selected as a software quality assurance engineer in Tomex India, a US based company.

As she struggled with her baby and daily long distance travel, Dijeesh showed her the advertisement
of State Bank of India recruitment for the clerical cadre. Thinking it might save her from the plight of
managing her kid and a 24 hour demanding job, she appeared for the SBI Clerical test. Thus in 2010
she shifted from the IT world to the world of numbers.

She actively participated in guides from her school days. As she loved adventures, she became part
of various adventurous camps and trekking. The Jamborees helped her in bringing about discipline in
her life. She won the first feather in her cap by bagging the Rajyapuraskar. She won the certificate of
excellence and was praised by none other than the then Indian President, Sri. Sankar Dayal Sarma.
With the experience from attending various camps of the guides, she was made the secretary of the
National Service Scheme Environmental club at college and also got selected as the best NSS cadet.
The mandatory travels in connection with the camps equipped her to face later challenges in life.
Her college days proved that she was equally good on stage.



Though her favourite subject was Mathematics, she wished to be a lawyer or a journalist. But she is
only proud to work in the world of numbers as a banker.

Dijeesh who is the regional manager of ‘The Hindu’ at Bangalore, is also an excellent photographer.
He loves adventure rides, cycling and photography.. she loves reading, travel and adventure.. their
likes and dislikes matched, strengthening their bond. As they realized they needed respite from the
strenuous work in the bustling city, they started travelling to nearby ecotourist spots.. especially for
bird watching. Slowly, Anu too got interested in photography. She started by getting shots of all that
interested her from her mobile camera. Each travel presented them with new sights and new
energy. This was just a new beginning.

Seeing her interest in photography, her husband gifted her a Nikon P 900. She was more attracted to
nature, especially birds. Though it was not a DSLR she got, she dutifully learned the beginners’
guidelines from the YouTube. When her loving husband encouraged and corrected her, she started
taking photography seriously. She started learning more about the birds that were captured in her
lens and noted them down. Her passion for photography that started with the Nikon P 900 has now
grown to Nikon D 500. She still continues her journey seeking details of the numerous birds she
stilled with her camera.

Her banking career began as Assistant in the year 2010 in Bangalore ITS Department and after
transfer to Jayamahal branch, has reached MG Road Shrungar branch.

Pranav who is in the 7th grade in the Army Public School and Nived who is in UKG in the Golden
Palm Army Pre primary School are their sons. The kids too have inherited the interests of their
parents.

Her brother Arun is working as a tax consultant in Dubai. His wife Thushara is an Ayurvedic doctor.
They are blessed with Nila Arun. They reside in Dubai.

She was hesitant in sharing her photographs in the Talented Bankers group in the beginning. Only
the lockdown period and her quarantine at her husband’s place at Palakkad brought before us her
sharp pictures with excellent and apt captions.

The lockdown came as a villain as she was planning for exhibition of the photographs taken by her.
She is not dejected and we all look forward to the exhibition of her selected photographs which she
is preparing for, once the present covid pandemic ends. We wish Anu and her family may be blessed
with many more exquisite photographs in their frames and wonderful experiences linked to them.



